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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 



1. 



Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S. C. 121 : 



I. 



Claims 1-23, drawn to an apparatus for dispensing an adhesive film onto an 



elongated structure, classified in class 156, subclass 577. 



II. 



Claims 24-29, drawn to a method of dispensing an adhesive film onto an 



elongated structure, classified in class 156, subclass 71. 



2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions II and I are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions are 
distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case, the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process, i.e. a process in which 
the film roll comprises of a film consisting of a single-layer. 

3. During a telephone conversation with Colene H. Blank on January 18, 2005 a provisional 
election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 1-23. Affirmation 
of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 24-29 have 
been withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to 
a non-elected invention. 
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4. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Claim Objections 

5. Claim 23 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 

i 

failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the 
claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form. It is unclear as to how Claim 23, which recites the characteristics 
of the adhesive film, provides any additional structural limitations for further limiting the 
apparatus recited in Claim 12. 

6. Claim 17 is objected to because of the following informalities: "a wrapped" in line 1 of 
the claim should be changed to -wrapped-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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8. Claims 1-6, 8-13, and 15-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
McLeod et al. (US 6,450,228). As to Claim 1, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus (Figure 1, 
apparatus 10) for dispensing an adhesive film (Figure 7a, film 160) onto an elongated structure 
(Figure 7a, handrail 200) which has an elongated top surface and two shoulder portions each on 
an opposing side of the elongated top surface, the two shoulder portions defining a surface width, 
the apparatus comprising a mounting frame having first and second frame side panels (Figure 1, 
trough elements 92a and 92b) opposing each other, the frame side panels together defining a 
trailing end, a leading end, a top side and a bottom side for the apparatus, and bottom portions of 
the first and second frame side panels defining a sleeve width at least as wide as the surface 
width; guide members (Figures 9a-9f, rollers 1 10-1 15) on the bottom portions of the first and 
second frame side panels to engage the shoulder portions of the elongated structure to allow 
movement of the apparatus in relation to the elongated structure while the guide members remain 
engaged with the shoulder portions; and a roll mounting assembly (Figure 1, spindle 64) for 
securely and rotatably receiving a film roll (Figure 4, film roll 174) on the top side and adjacent 
the leading end of the apparatus. It is noted that the curved trough elements disclosed by 
McLeod et al. are considered curved panels as known in the art (see US 2,934, 790; US 
D340,533;US 4,083,153). 

As to Claim 2, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus for dispensing an adhesive film 
(Figure 7a, film 160) comprising guide members (Figures 9a-9f, rollers 110-115) which include 
at least a first pair of guide rollers mounted within a sleeve, the first pair of guide rollers 
opposing each other and defining a channel into which the shoulder portions of the elongated 
structure (Figures 9a-9f, handrail 200) enter to engage the guide rollers. 
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As to Claim 3, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus wherein each of the guide rollers 
(Figures 9a-9f, rollers 1 10-1 15) is mounted on a guide roller mounting member offset from the 
bottom portion of the frame side portions adjacent thereof. 

As to Claim 4, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus wherein the guide members (Figure 
1, rollers 110-113) further comprise a second pair of guide rollers mounted within the sleeve, the 
second pair of guide rollers longitudinally offset from the first pair of guide rollers, and the first 
and second pairs of guide rollers together defining the channel. 

As to Claim 5, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus wherein guide rollers (Figures 9a-9f, 
rollers 1 10-1 15) are each mounted on a spring (Figure lid, spring 228) such that each guide 
roller is movable laterally (column 9, lines 4-16). 

As to Claim 6, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus wherein the pair of guide rollers 
(Figures 9a-9f, rollers 1 10-1 15) are each mounted on an opposing guide roller mounting member 
offset from the bottom portions of the frame side panels. 

As to Claim 8, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus wherein the frame side panels 
(Figure 1, trough elements 92a and 92b) extend in a longitudinal direction and the film roll 
(Figure 4, film roll 174) has a rotating axis which, when securely received, defines a lateral 
direction, the film roll being fixable in the lateral direction (Figure 1, spindle 64) such that a 
length of film (Figure 7a, film 160) unwound from the film roll maintains a consistent lateral 
position in relation to the elongated structure (Figure 7a, handrail 200). 

As to Claim 9, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus wherein the film roll (Figure 4, film 
roll 174), when securely received, is laterally fixed in a central position such that the film (Figure 
7a, film 160) unwound from the film roll maintains a central lateral position in relation to the 
elongated structure (Figure 7a, handrail 200). 
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As to Claim 10, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus which includes a separation bar 
adjacent the trailing end of the apparatus, wherein the separation bar assists to separate a two- 
layer film unwound from the securely received film roll into a first layer and a second layer such 
that the first layer is directed in a forward direction onto the elongated structure while the second 
layer is direction in a backward direction toward the leading end of the apparatus (see Figure 5). 

As to Claim 11, McLeod et al discloses an apparatus comprising a dividing panel (Figure 
1, trough elements 92a and 92b) disposed across the two opposing side frame side panels such 
that the second layer of the film, after being separated from the first layer and directed backward 
to the leading end of the apparatus, is substantially prevented from contacting the top surface of 
the elongated structure (see Figure 5). 

As to Claim 12, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus for dispensing an adhesive film 
(Figure 7a, film 160) onto a top surface of a handrail (Figure 2a, handrail 200) having a handrail 
width, the apparatus comprising a mounting frame having first and second frame side panels 
(Figure 2a, trough elements 92a and 92b) opposing each other, the frame side panels together 
defining a trailing end, a leading end, a top side and a bottom side for the apparatus, and bottom 
portions of the first and second frame side panels defining a sleeve width at least the same as the 
handrail width; guide members (Figures 9a-9f, rollers 1 10-1 15) on the bottom portions of the 
first and second frame side panels to engage the shoulder portions of the handrail to allow 
movement of the apparatus in relation to the handrail while the guide members remain engaged 
with the shoulder portions; and a film roll assembly including a film roll mounting member 
(Figure 1, spindle 64) and a film roll (Figure 5, film roll 174) securely mounted on the film roll 
mounting member, wherein the film roll assembly is connected to the mounting frame on the top 
side of the apparatus and the film roll holds the adhesive film wrapped around an axis. 
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As to Claim 13, McLeod et al. discloses guide members (Figures 9a-9f, rollers 1 10-115) 
which include at least a first pair of guide rollers mounted within the sleeve, the first pair of 
guide rollers opposing each other and defining a channel into which the shoulder portions of the 
handrail (Figures 9a-9f, handrail 200) enter to engage the guide rollers. 

As to Claim 15, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus wherein the film roll (Figure 5, film 
roll 174) comprises a two-layer film having a first layer and a second layer. 

As to Claim 16, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus wherein the first layer is an 
application film to be applied on the top surface of the handrail, and the second layer is a liner 
layer (column 10, lines 58-67). 

As to Claim 17, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus wherein, when the two-layer film is 
wrapped toward the trailing end of the apparatus, the application film is on top of the liner (see 
Figure 5). 

As to Claim 18, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus which includes a separation bar 
adjacent the trailing end of the apparatus, the separation bar assisting to separate the two-layer 
film unwound from the film roll into the first layer and the second layer such that the first layer 
is directed to the trailing end of the apparatus onto the top surface of the handrail while the 
second layer is directed toward the leading end of the apparatus (see Figure 5). 

As to Claim 19, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus wherein the second layer is directed 
toward the leading end of the apparatus through a channel adjacent to the bottom side of the 
mounting frame (see Figure 5). 

As to Claim 20, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus wherein the frame side panels 
(Figure 1, trough elements 92a and 92b) have an elongated shape extending in a longitudinal 
direction parallel to the handrail (Figure 2a, handrail 200) and the film roll (Figure 5, film roll 
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174) has a rotating axis (Figure 1, spindle 64) which, when securely received, defines a lateral 
direction, the film roll, when securely received, being laterally fixable in a central position such 
that a film (Figure 7a, film 160) unwound from the film roll maintains a consistent lateral central 
position in relation to the elongated structure. 

As to Claim 21, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus wherein the adhesive film has a 
width that matches the handrail width (column 3, lines 36-44). 

As to Claim 22, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus wherein the adhesive film has a 
width greater than the handrail width such that the film, when centered on the top surface of the 
handrail, laterally extends to cover a shoulder portion of the handrail (see Figure 5). 

As to Claim 23, McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus which is capable of dispensing an 
adhesive film which has at least one of the properties selected from a group consisting of: being 
decorative, informative, protective, or dust removing (column 10, lines 24-30 and 58-67). 

9. Claims 1, 8, 9, 12, and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
McXinnon (US 4,849,063). As to Claim 1, McXinnon discloses an apparatus for dispensing a 
film (Figure 1, trim edging 36) onto an elongated structure which has an elongated top surface 
(Figure 1, board edge 18) and two should portions each on an opposing side of the elongated top 
surface, the two shoulder portions defining a surface width, the apparatus comprising a mounting 
frame (Figure 1, frame 10) having first and second frame side panels (Figure 1, plates 12a and 
12b) opposing each other, the frame side panels together defining a trailing end, a leading end, a 
top side and a bottom side for the apparatus, and bottom portions of the first and second frame 
side panels defining a sleeve (Figure 1, channel 16) having a sleeve width at least as wide as the 
surface width (column 3, lines 49-51); guide members (Figure 2, strips 39a and 39b, spacer plate 
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40) on the bottom portions of the first and second frame side panels to engage the shoulder 
portions of the elongated structure to allow movement of the apparatus in relation to the 
elongated structure while the guide members remain engaged with the shoulder portions (column 
3, lines 2-16); and a roll mounting assembly (Figure 2, disk 42) for securely and rotatably 
receiving a film roll (Figure 2, tape spool 46) on the top side and adjacent the leading end of the 
apparatus. It is noted that the apparatus of McXinnon is capable of dispensing an adhesive film. 

As to Claim 8, McXinnon discloses an apparatus wherein the frame side panels (Figure 1, 
plates 12a and 12b) extend in a longitudinal direction and the film roll (Figure 2, tape spool 46) 
has a rotating axis which, when securely received, defines a lateral direction, the film roll being 
fixable in the lateral direction (Figure 2, nut and bolt retaining disk 42) such that a length of film 
(Figure 2, trim edging 36) unwound from the film roll maintains a consistent lateral position in 
relation to the elongated structure (Figure 2, board edge 18). 

As to Claim 9, McXinnon discloses an apparatus wherein the film roll (Figure 2, tape 
spool 46), when securely received, is laterally fixed in a central position (Figure 2, nut and bolt 
retaining disk 42) such that the film (Figure 2, trim edging 36) unwound from the film roll 
maintains a central lateral position in relation to the elongated structure (Figure 2, board edge 
18). 

As to Claim 12, McXinnon discloses an apparatus for dispensing a film (Figure 1, trim 
edging 36) onto a top surface of an elongated structure (Figure 1, board edge 18) having a 
surface width, the apparatus comprising a mounting frame (Figure 1, frame 10) having first and 
second frame side panels (Figure 1, plates 12a and 12b) opposing each other, the frame side 
panels together defining a trailing end, a leading end, a top side and a bottom side for the 
apparatus, and bottom portions of the first and second frame side panels defining a sleeve having 
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a sleeve width at least as wide as the surface width (column 3, lines 49-51); guide members 
(Figure 2, strips 39a and 39b, spacer plate 40) on the bottom portions of the first and second 
frame side panels to engage the shoulder portions of the elongated structure to allow movement 
of the apparatus in relation to the elongated structure while the guide members remain engaged 
with the shoulder portions (column 3, lines 2-16); and a film roll assembly including a film roll 
mounting member (Figure 2, disk 42) and a film roll (Figure 2, tape spool 46) securely mounted 
on the film roll mounting member, wherein the film roll assembly is connected to the mounting 
frame on the top side of the apparatus and the film roll holds an film wrapped around an axis. It 
is noted that the apparatus of McXinnon is capable of dispensing an adhesive film onto a top 
surface of a handrail. 

As to Claim 20, McXinnon discloses an apparatus wherein the frame side panels (Figure 
1, plates 12a and 12b) have an elongated shape extending in a longitudinal direction parallel to 
the elongated structure (Figure 1, board edge 18) and the film roll (Figure 2, tape spool 46) has a 
rotating axis which, when securely received, defines a lateral direction, the film roll, when 
securely received, being laterally fixable (Figure 2, nut and bolt retaining disk 42) in a central 
position such that a film (Figure 2, trim edging 36) unwound from the film roll maintains a 
consistent lateral central position in relation to the elongated structure. 

As to Claim 21, McXinnon discloses an apparatus which is capable of dispensing an 
adhesive film having a width that matches the width of the elongated structure (column 3, lines 
49-54). 

As to Claim 22, McXinnon discloses an apparatus which is capable of dispensing an 
adhesive film having a width greater than the width of the elongated structure, when centered on 
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the top surface of the elongated structure, laterally extends to cover a shoulder portion of the 
elongated structure (column 3, lines 16-20). 

As to Claim 23, McXinnon discloses an apparatus which is capable of dispensing an 
adhesive film which has at least one of the properties selected from a group consisting of: being 
decorative, informative, protective, or dust removing (see Figures 1 and 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

12. Claims 1-6, 8, 9, 12, 13, and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McXinnon (US 4,849,063) in view of McLeod et al. (US 6,450,228). Claims 
1, 8, 9, 12, and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by McXinnon (US 
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4,849,063). As to Claim 1, McXinnon discloses an apparatus for dispensing a film (Figure 1, 
trim edging 36) onto an elongated structure which has an elongated top surface (Figure 1, board 
edge 18) and two should portions each on an opposing side of the elongated top surface, the two 
shoulder portions defining a surface width, the apparatus comprising a mounting frame (Figure 
1, frame 10) having first and second frame side panels (Figure 1, plates 12a and 12b) opposing 
each other, the frame side panels together defining a trailing end, a leading end, a top" side and a 
bottom side for the apparatus, and bottom portions of the first and second frame side panels 
defining a sleeve (Figure 1, channel 16) having a sleeve width at least as wide as the surface 
width (column 3, lines 49-51); guide members (Figure 2, strips 39a and 39b, spacer plate 40) on 
the bottom portions of the first and second frame side panels to engage the shoulder portions of 
the elongated structure to allow movement of the apparatus in relation to the elongated structure 
while the guide members remain engaged with the shoulder portions (column 3, lines 2-16); and 
a roll mounting assembly (Figure 2, disk 42) for securely and rotatably receiving a film roll 
(Figure 2, tape spool 46) on the top side and adjacent the leading end of the apparatus. It is noted 
that the apparatus of McXinnon is capable of dispensing an adhesive film. 

As to Claim 2, McXinnon does not disclose guide members which include at least a first 
pair of guide rollers mounted within the sleeve, the first pair of guide rollers opposing each other 
and defining a channel into which the shoulder portions of the elongated structure enters to 
engaged the guide rollers. McLeod et al. discloses an apparatus for dispensing an adhesive film 
comprising guide members (Figures 9a-9f, rollers 110-115) which include at least a first pair of 
guide rollers mounted within a sleeve, the first pair of guide rollers opposing each other and 
defining a channel into which the shoulder portions of the elongated structure (Figures 9a-9f, 
handrail 200) enter to engage the guide rollers. It would have been readily apparent to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the guide members disclosed by 
McXinnon are functionally equivalent to the guide rollers disclosed by McLeod et al. for 
maintaining proper alignment of the apparatus with the elongated structure and for pressing the 
film against the shoulders of the elongated structure. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to replace the guide members of McXinnon 
with guide rollers such as those disclosed by McLeod et al. to maintain proper alignment of the 
apparatus with the elongated structure and to press the film against the shoulders of the elongated 
structure; those structural elements being functionally equivalent. 

As to Claim 3, the references as combined (see McLeod et al.) disclose an apparatus 
wherein each of the guide rollers (Figures 9a-9f, rollers 1 10-1 15) is mounted on a guide roller 
mounting member offset from the bottom portion of the frame side portions adjacent thereof. 

As to Claim 4, the references as combined (see McLeod et al.) disclose an apparatus 
wherein the guide members (Figure 1, rollers 110-113) further comprise a second pair of guide 
rollers mounted within the sleeve, the second pair of guide rollers longitudinally offset from the 
first pair of guide rollers, and the first and second pairs of guide rollers together defining the 
channel. 

As to Claim 5, the references as combined (see McLeod et al.) disclose an apparatus 
wherein guide rollers (Figures 9a-9f, rollers 1 10-1 15) are each mounted on a spring (Figure 1 Id, 
spring 228) such that each guide roller is movable laterally (column 9, lines 4-16). 

As to Claim 6, the references as combined (see McLeod et al.) disclose an apparatus 
wherein the pair of guide rollers (Figures 9a-9f, rollers 1 10-1 15) are each mounted on an 
opposing guide roller mounting member offset from the bottom portions of the frame side 
panels. 
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As to Claim 8, McXinnon discloses an apparatus wherein the frame side panels (Figure 1, 
plates 12a and 12b) extend in a longitudinal direction and the film roll (Figure 2, tape spool 46) 
has a rotating axis which, when securely received, defines a lateral direction, the film roll being 
fixable in the lateral direction (Figure 2, nut and bolt retaining disk 42) such that a length of film 
(Figure 2, trim edging 36) unwound from the film roll maintains a consistent lateral position in 
relation to the elongated structure (Figure 2, board edge 18). 

As to Claim 9, McXinnon discloses an apparatus wherein the film roll (Figure 2, tape 
spool 46), when securely received, is laterally fixed in a central position (Figure 2, nut and bolt 
retaining disk 42) such that the film (Figure 2, trim edging 36) unwound from the film roll 
maintains a central lateral position in relation to the elongated structure (Figure 2, board edge 
18). 

As to Claim 12, McXinnon discloses an apparatus for dispensing a film (Figure 1, trim 
edging 36) onto a top surface of an elongated structure (Figure 1, board edge 18) having a 
surface width, the apparatus comprising a mounting frame (Figure 1, frame 10) having first and 
second frame side panels (Figure 1, plates 12a and 12b) opposing each other, the frame side 
panels together defining a trailing end, a leading end, a top side and a bottom side for the 
apparatus, and bottom portions of the first and second frame side panels defining a sleeve having 
a sleeve width at least as wide as the surface width (column 3, lines 49-51); guide members 
(Figure 2, strips 39a and 39b, spacer plate 40) on the bottom portions of the first and second 
frame side panels to engage the shoulder portions of the elongated structure to allow movement 
of the apparatus in relation to the elongated structure while the guide members remain engaged 
with the shoulder portions (column 3, lines 2-16); and a film roll assembly including a film roll 
mounting member (Figure 2, disk 42) and a film roll (Figure 2, tape spool 46) securely mounted 
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on the film roll mounting member, wherein the film roll assembly is connected to the mounting 
frame on the top side of the apparatus and the film roll holds an film wrapped around an axis. It 
is noted that the apparatus of McXinnon is capable of dispensing an adhesive film onto a top 
surface of a handrail. 

As to Claim 13, McXinnon does not disclose guide members which include at least a first 
pair of guide rollers mounted within the sleeve, the first pair of guide rollers opposing each other 
and defining a channel into which the shoulder portions of the elongated structure enters to 
engaged the guide rollers. McLeod et al. discloses guide members (Figures 9a-9f, rollers 110- 
115) which include at least a first pair of guide rollers mounted within the sleeve, the first pair of 
guide rollers opposing each other and defining a channel into which the shoulder portions of the 
elongated structure (Figures 9a-9f, handrail 200) enters to engage the guide rollers. It would 
have been readily apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the 
guide members disclosed by McXinnon are functionally equivalent to the guide rollers disclosed 
by McLeod et al. for maintaining proper alignment of the apparatus with the elongated structure 
and for pressing the film against the shoulders of the elongated structure. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to replace the guide 
members of McXinnon with guide rollers such as those disclosed by McLeod et al. to maintain 
proper alignment of the apparatus with the elongated structure and to press the film against the 
shoulders of the elongated structure. 

As to Claim 20, McXinnon discloses an apparatus wherein the frame side panels (Figure 
1, plates 12a and 12b) have an elongated shape extending in a longitudinal direction parallel to 
the elongated structure (Figure 1, board edge 18) and the film roll (Figure 2, tape spool 46) has a 
rotating axis which, when securely received, defines a lateral direction, the film roll, when 
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securely received, being laterally fixable (Figure 2, nut and bolt retaining disk 42) in a central 
position such that a film (Figure 2, trim edging 36) unwound from the film roll maintains a 
consistent lateral central position in relation to the elongated structure. 

As to Claim 21, McXinnon discloses an apparatus which is capable of dispensing an 
adhesive film having a width that matches the width of the elongated structure (column 3, lines 
49-54). 

As to Claim 22, McXinnon discloses an apparatus which is capable of dispensing an 
adhesive film having a width greater than the width of the elongated structure, when centered on 
the top surface of the elongated structure, laterally extends to cover a shoulder portion of the 
elongated structure (column 3, lines 16-20). 

As to Claim 23, McXinnon discloses an apparatus which is capable of dispensing an 
adhesive film which has at least one of the properties selected from a group consisting of: being 
decorative, informative, protective, or dust removing (see Figures 1 and 2). 

13. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over McXinnon (US 
4,849,063) and McLeod et al. (US 6,450,228) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Januska (US 4,775,442). As to Claim 7, McXinnon does not disclose an apparatus wherein the 
roll mounting assembly comprises a pair of mounting walls each connected to the first and 
second frame side panels, the pair of mounting walls facing each other to define a receiving 
space to receive the film roll, wherein the film roll is adapted to hold a length of the film 
wrapped around an axis, and, when received in the receiving space, the film roll is rotatable to 
unwind the wrapped adhesive film in at least a direction toward the trailing end of the apparatus. 
Januska discloses an apparatus (Figure 1, applicator 10) wherein the roll mounting assembly 
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comprises a pair of mounting walls (Figure 1, frame members 28 and 30) each connected to the 
first and second frame side panels, the pair of mounting walls facing each other to define a 
receiving space to receive the film roll (Figure 1, tape roll 12), wherein the film roll is adapted to 
hold a length of the film wrapped around an axis (Figure 1, spindle 39), and, when received in 
the receiving space, the film roll is rotatable to unwind the wrapped adhesive film in at least a 
direction toward the trailing end of the apparatus; the roll mounting assembly being easily 
accessible for the removal and replacement of the film roll. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the apparatus of McXinnon to 
include a roll mounting assembly as suggested by Januska to enable a user to more easily remove 
and replace the film roll as necessary. 

14. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over McXinnon (US 
4,849,063) and McLeod et al. (US 6,450,228) as applied to claim 12 above, and further in view 
of Januska (US 4,775,442). As to Claim 14, McXinnon does not disclose an apparatus wherein 
the roll mounting assembly comprises a pair of mounting walls each connected to one of the first 
and second frame side panels, the pair of mounting walls facing each other to define a receiving 
space to receive the film roll, wherein the film roll, when received in the receiving space, is 
rotatable to unwind the wrapped adhesive film in at least a direction toward the trailing end of 
the apparatus. Januska an apparatus (Figure 1, applicator 10) wherein the roll mounting 
assembly comprises a pair of mounting walls (Figure 1, frame members 28 and 30) each 
connected to one of the first and second frame side panels, the pair of mounting walls facing 
each other to define a receiving space to receive the film roll (Figure 1, tape roll 12), wherein the 
film roll, when received in the receiving space, is rotatable (Figure 1, spindle 39) to unwind the 
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wrapped adhesive film in at least a direction toward the trailing end of the apparatus; the roll 
mounting assembly being easily accessible for the removal and replacement of the film roll. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
the apparatus of McXinnon to include a roll mounting assembly as suggested by Januska to 
enable a user to more easily remove and replace the film roll as necessary. 



15. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheryl N Hawkins whose telephone number is (571) 272-1229. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher A Fiorilla can be reached on (517) 272-1 187. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 




Cheryl N. Hawkins 
January 31, 2005 



CHRIS FIORILLA 
SUPERVISORY WENT EXAMINER 




